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La Niña Continues 

November 30 2011 January 25 2012 Cooler 
Temperatures 

Continue 
Along the 
Equator 

Below 
Average 

Temperatures 
Continue 
Along the 
Equator 
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Sea Surface 
Temperatures (SST) 
Equatorial Pacific 
Ocean  

Jan. 30, 2012 - Niño 3.4 
at -1.1° C 
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JPL/NASA 
“Jason-2” 
satellite 

Last Visit 
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JPL/NASA 
“Jason-2” 
satellite 

Latest 
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Anomalies below -1.4°C are in 
the strong La Niña category 

NCEP Climate Forecast System (CFS) Niño 3.4 SST prediction indicates La Niña 
conditions continuing through the remainder of the Northern Hemisphere 

winter but weakening to neutral conditions in the Spring 
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What Are the La Niña Effects  



Global Effects  



What Did We Experience? 



 
Temperature Prediction  
  December 2011 

 Cooler 

Warmer 
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1-3° Below Average 
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Precipitation Prediction  
  December 2011 

 
Wetter 

Drier 
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5-25% of Normal 

125-150% 
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More Typical La Niña Signature 
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What Can We Expect? 



6-10 Day Outlook – (Sun - Thu) February 5-9, 2012 

Cooler 

Ridge of High Pressure to 
Dominate the Weather 
During this Period 
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Temperature Prediction  

  February 2012 
 Cooler 

Warmer 
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Precipitation Prediction  

  February 2012 
 

Wetter 

Drier 
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Temperature Prediction  

 February-March-April 2012 
 
 Cooler 

Warmer 
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Precipitation Prediction  

 February-March-April 2012 
 
 

Wetter 

Drier 
Drier 

Wetter 
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What About the Pacific? 



Pacific Island Observed Precipitation  
 October-November-December 2011 

 
 

Near to below normal across the central Pacific and generally at or above normal 
across the western Pacific.   

Data courtesy of PEAC 
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Pacific Island Precipitation Prediction 
• PEAC – Pacific ENSO 

Applications 
Climate Center 

• The PEAC Seasonal 
Rainfall Outlook is 
an experimental 
consenus forecast, 
produced monthly 
for 14 stations 
within Hawaii and 
the USAPI.  

• The PEAC Outlook 
uses data from 7 
models 

Data courtesy of PEAC 
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Pacific Island T/P Prediction  

 February-March-April 2012 
 
 

BASED ON CURRENT CONDITIONS IN THE TROPICAL PACIFIC AND ON RESULTS 
FROM HISTORICAL STUDIES ON THE EFFECTS OF COLD EPISODES - WETTER THAN 
NORMAL CONDITIONS ARE FAVORED OVER HAWAII AND SOME U.S.-AFFILIATED 
ISLANDS DURING THE REMAINDER OF WINTER AND EARLY SPRING (FMA).   
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Takeaways 
• La Niña will continue for the remainder of the Winter but weaken through 

the Spring with ENSO neutral conditions by the beginning of Summer 
 

• Dominate ridge of high pressure over the eastern Pacific has skewed 
precipitation patterns for the CONUS for much of the Winter thus far 
 

• Cooler and wetter than normal conditions are favored for the far Pac NW for 
the remainder of the winter 

 
• Above normal temperatures and below normal precipitation are favored for 

the desert SW and much of extreme southern CA for the remainder of the 
winter  
 

• Wetter than normal conditions are favored over Hawaii and some U.S.-
Affiliated islands during the remainder of Winter and early Spring (FMA)  

 
• Further drought development and/or persistence is likely across the desert 

SW through April 
 

• Some drought improvement is expected over northern CA, northern NV    
and Hawaii   
   
 

 



References 
• ENSO Cycle: Recent Evolution, Current Status and Predictions 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/lanina/enso_evolution-
status-fcsts-web.pdf 
 

• Latest El Niño/La Niña Watch Data 
http://sealevel.jpl.nasa.gov/science/elninopdo/latestdata/ 

 
• CPC Temperature/Precipitation Outlooks 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/ 
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/90day/fxhw40.html 

 
• Pacific Island Observed Precipitation and Prediction from PEAC 

 http://www.prh.noaa.gov/peac/forecast.php 
 
• To subscribe to the PEAC Center Newsletter: 

 http://www.prh.noaa.gov/peac/subscribe.php 
 
• Drought Monitor 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 
 

• Drought Outlook 
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.gif   
 

 



Questions and Contact 

Todd Morris       801-803-4011       todd.morris@noaa.gov 

 
www.weather.gov  

mailto:eric.boldt@noaa.gov
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